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OPENING CEREMONY 

UNESCO Chair on Coastal Geo-Hazard Analysis 

 

It is a great pleasure to announce the official launch of Iran's first UNESCO Chair in the 

field of Geosciences, titled "Coastal Geo-Hazards Analysis" (CGHA), which is hosted by 

Research Institute for Earth Sciences (RIES) affiliated to Geological Survey of Iran (GSI).  An 

honor awarded to the RIES after almost 3 years of scientific and executive evaluation process at 

UNESCO, relying on international support and valuable letters of recommendation from scientists 

around the world. A position, that its realization of lofty ideals undoubtedly requires national will 

and effort, as well as strong and relentless international cooperation. 

Therefore, I am proud to inform everyone that the official opening ceremony of the 

UNESCO Chair in Coastal Geo-Hazards Analysis will be held on Wednesday, February 23, 2022 

on the deck of the Persian Gulf research Wessel physically as well as under the form of a 

videoconference with the presence of all members of the Scientific Council at 13h00 (Tehran 

time). 

It is very clear that the opportunity to attend the webinar 

(https://www.skyroom.online/ch/inioas/cgha) of all science and knowledge enthusiasts around 

the world will be very promising and valuable for us at the UNESCO Chair on the CGHA. Presence 

of everybody is welcome and doesn’t need any registration, just click as guests. 

(In any technical unexpected problem during communication, we will be switch to SKYPE: 

https://join.skype.com/zbEE0e42AS4E). 

This scientific/cultural event could be mentioned as an opportunity for scientific 

connections and exchanges, opening a window of hope in the formation of an international network 

of Research centers and fifth-generation Universities. 

Undoubtedly, a correct understanding of this valuable event for obtaining the UNESCO World 

Chair, given the international and structural capacities of the Chairs and the UNITWIN university 

network in the reconstruction, development, modernization and upgrading day. it can be a turning 

point in scientific direction by instilling the spirit of hope in the body of the geological community. 

The UNITWIN program is the most important tool for capacity building in higher education and 

research institutions, and UNESCO achieves this capacity building through the exchange and 

sharing of knowledge across the world under the shadow of international solidarity and unity. 

Thus, UNESCO's strategy for the development of scientific institutes is to promote South-North, 

South-South and trilateral and multilateral cooperation. Academic/research institutions work in 
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partnership with NGOs, foundations and private and public sector organizations play an important 

role in promoting higher education. 

The UNESCO Chair on CGHA in Iran, under the cover of international support with knowledge 

exchange and sharing, can be a capacity building tool in developing an education and research 

network on geohazards, especially in coastal areas of one of the world's most seismic regions. 

It is very fortunate that this chair has from the beginning the structure and support of the 

internationally renowned scientific community in a range of Australia, Japan, China, Russia, 

Armenia, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy, France and the United Kingdom as well as 

Iran. 

Therefore, in line with UNESCO's strategy, the main objective of this Chair will be more beneficial 

and effective in developing a scientific network, promoting international cooperation between 

countries and parties. 

Fortunately, to achieve this objective, despite the short time of activity of the Chair since its official 

announcement on December 3th, 2021, the UNESCO Chair has developed a roadmap and led 

constructive exchanges, concluded MOU or updated with research and academic centers, scientific 

associations and the private sector and knowledge-based enterprises and official media have a 

significant performance which, coupled with the growing network of education-research 

cooperation within and around from outside Iran's geopolitical borders, promises the possibility of 

forming agile structures. 

The global educational dynamics and research, within the framework of national laws and 

governance in accordance with the needs and standards of the UNESCO in the 21st century, a 

century with rapid and fundamental changes in the framework of human attitudes towards 

knowledge and technology, thought and intellectuality in the concept of “literacy”. 

So, it's not unreasonable to say that now we should believe in change, instead of just thinking 

about changing! 

 

Hamid Nazari 

Chair holder 
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Scientific Council in UNESCO Chair on CGHA: 

 

 

 

Position Affiliation Country email 

Avagyan Ara Head of Neotectonics dept. GIA Armenia avagn1064@gmail.com 

 

Bailey Rick Head of Secretariat 

 

IOC-UNESCO Indian Ocean Tsunami 

Warning and Mitigation System/ 

UNESCO 

Australia r.bailey@unesco.org 

Xiao Wenjiao Member of the Chinese Acade

my of Sciences 

Xinjiang Institute of Ecology 

and Geography 

Chinese Academy of Sciences  China wj-xiao@mail.iggcas.ac.cn 

Ritz  

Jean-François 

Professor of Paleoseismology 

/Active Tectonics 

University of Montpellier France jean-

francois.ritz@umontpellier.fr 

Agard 
Philippe 

Professor of Geodynamics University of Sorbonne France philippe.agard@upmc.fr 

Barrier Eric Professor of Tectonics/ 

Paleogeography 

University of Sorbonne France eric.barrier@sorbonne-

universite.fr 

Ahanhanzo  

Justin 

IOC Regional Liaison Officer 

for Latin America and the 

Caribbean, Asia and the 

Pacific and Africa 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission of UNESCO (IOC-

UNESCO) 

France J.Ahanhanzo@unesco.org 

Aurelie Alice Chief of Section, Division of 

Water Sciences (SC/HYD) 

UNESCO France a.aureli@unesco.org 

Reicherter 
Klaus 

Professor, RWTH 

Rector´s delegate for India 

Centre coordinator IGCS  

Aachen University Germany k.reicherter@nug.rwth-

aachen.de 

Thomalsky 
Judith 

Director German Archaeological Institute 

Tehran Branch 

Germany judith.thomalsky@dainst.de 

Martin Hanz Director  German under water archaeology 

association 

Germany hzmartin@zoethen.de 

Alizadeh 

Lahijani 
Hamid 

Associated Professor of 

Oceanography 

IOC Iran lahijani@inio.ac.ir 

Fazeli Nashli 
Hassan  

Professor of Archaeology University of Tehran Iran hfazelin@ut.ac.ir 

Lak Razyeh  Director RIES Iran lak_ir@yahoo.com 
Mokhtari 
Mohammad  

Chair of NWIO-WG at 

IOC/IGC UNESCO 

IIEES Iran m7mokhtari@gmail.com 

Nazari Hamid  UNESCO Chair holder RIES Iran uchair.cgha@ries.ac.ir 
Omrani Jafar Deputy in Geology GSI Iran j.omrani@gmail.com 
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Tatar 
Mohammad  

Vice-President for Research 

and Postgraduate Education 

IIEES Iran mtatar@iiees.ac.ir 

Talebian 
Morteza  

Director in Research RIES Iran morteza.talebian@gmail.com 

Zare Mehdi   IIEES Iran mehdi.zare.iran@gmail.com 

Salvi Stefano Technological Director and 

Chair of the Scientific 

Advisory Committee of the 

GEO Geohazard Supersites 

and Natural Laboratories    

GEO Disaster resilience SBA 

INGV Italy stefano.salvi@ingv.it 

 

Anma Ryo Assistant Professor of Life 

and Environmental Sciences 

University of Tsukuba Japan anma@tokushima-u.ac.jp 

Lambert John Technical Secretary of the 

UNESCO Land Subsidence 

International Initiative and 

editor of the LaSII newsletter 

Deltares, UNESCO Netherland John.Lambert@deltares.nl 

Krasinskiy 
Egor 

Director’s advisor  Underwater research center Russian 

Geographical Society 

Russia ekrasinskiy@gmail.com 

 

Walker 
Richard 

 

Professor of Tectonics University of Oxford UK richard.walker@earth.ox.ac.uk 

 

 The yellow label is awaiting final approval from Deltares 
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 (2022فوریه  22) 1400 اسفند  3  سه شنبه روز اول

First day: Tuesday Feb. 22th 2022 

 شرح برًاهِ

Plan of the trip 

 ساعت

Time 

 2َّاپیوایی آتا ترهیٌال  – از تْراى بِ سوت قشن  پرٍاز  

Flight Tehran to Qeshm- ATA airline, Terminal 2, Mehrabad airport 

11:00 

  رٍستای سْیلیاقاهتگاُ بَم گردی در  ًْار ،تَر گرٍّی

Group tour, lunch at Soheili village eco-tourism residence 

13:00 

  ٍ دریاًَردی گَراى بازدید از پارک هَزُ شٌاٍرّای چَبی سٌتی

Visit the park of Goran Museum of Traditional Wooden Boats & 

Maritime 

14:30 

 بازدید از شئَسایت تٌگِ چاّکَُ 

    Visit Chahkooh Strait geosite 

15:00 

 گشت دریایی در جٌگل حرای سْیلی ٍ بازدید از هَزُ تواشاگِ حرا شیَپارک

Sea tour in Soheili Hara forest & visit Geopark Hara Museum 

16:30 

 ٍ هْواًسراّا ّتل حرکت بِ قشن،ٍرٍد بِ

Return to hotel & guest houses, check in 

17:30 

 اهکاى استفادُ از هراکس خرید برای هْواًاى -پایاى برًاهِ رٍز اٍل

End of the plan in first day, Rest & shopping 
 (3133فوریه  32) 0411 اسفند 4 چهارشنبه روز دوم

 Second day: Wednesday Feb. 23th 2022   

 Breakfast 7:45-8:30                                                                                                           صبحاًِ 

 Qeshm Geopark museum visiting 8:30 جْاًی قشن شئَپارک هَزُ حرکت از ّتل بِ سوت

 Star Valley Geosite 09:15                                    ا                                شیَسایت درُ ستارُ ّ

 Move to Qeshm, Bahman pier  11:00                                قشن بْوي حرکت بِ سوت اسکلِ

 حضَر هْواًاى بر رٍی کشتی کاٍشگر خلیج فارس

The presence of guests on the deck of the Persian Gulf research Wessel 

12:15 
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 The official start of the opening program 12:50                                برًاهِ افتتاحیِرسوی آغاز 

شاپي، استرالیا،  شَرای راّبری علوی کرسی یًَسکَ )هْواًاى ٍ ارتباط آًلایي با برقراری 

 (، ایراى، ترکیِ، آلواى، ایتالیا، فراًسِ، اًگلیس چیي، رٍسیِ

Online connection with the guests and scientific council (Australia, Japan, China, 

Russia, Iran, Turkey, Germany, Italia, France and UK)  

13:00 

 در تٌگِ ّرهس ٍ گشت کَتاُ دریاییبر عرشِ ًْار 

Lunch on the deck and short cruise in Hormoz strict 

14:30-

17:00 

 برگشت بِ تْراى -ّتل ٍ اعسام بِ فرٍدگاُ ترک

leaving hotel and guest houses, check out, departure flight to Tehran at 19:45 

18:15 

 End of programme   برًاهِپایاى 
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Opening Ceremony 23 Feb. 2022  

Time  Name Title Subject Duration 

12:30-13:00                     Checking and test of communication 

12:45-14:00                            International Session 75’ 

12:45-13:00   Movie, Qeshm GeoPark  

Creator: A. Amri kazemi  

15’ 

13:00 Jafar Omrani GSI Deputy Welcome  3’ 

13:03 Morteza Tavakoli RCOWA Director Welcome  3’ 

13:06  

Hamid Nazari 

 

Chair holder 

Welcome & 

UNESCO Chair 

Introducing 

 

09’ 

13:15  Justin 

Ahanhanzo 

IOC Regional Liaison 

Officer 

Statement on IOC 

activity 

5  

13:20  

Hojatollah Ayoubi 

Secretary General of the 

Iranian National 

Commission for UNESCO 

Report on 

Commission 

activity 

5’ 

13:25 Mehrasa Mehrdadi 

behalf Golda El-

Khoury - 

Director of UNESCO 

Tehran Cluster Office 

Report on Cluster 

Office 

5  

13:30-14:00 Scientific Board (3’/person) 30’ 

 

14:00-16:20                               Persian Session 140’ 

14:00  

Mahdi Doosti 

Governor of Hormozgan 

Province  

 

Welcome 

 

5  

14:07 Afshar Fathollahi Director of Qeshm free 

zone 

 

Welcome 

 

4  

14:11 Alireza 

Amrikazemi 

Director, Qeshm Island 

UNESCO Global 

Geopark 

Introduce to 

Qeshm Geopark 

4  

14:15  

Razyeh Lak 

 

Director of RIES 

Coastal Geo- 

Hazard of 

Hormozgan 

 

4  

14:20-16:20                               Lunch & short cruise 

 



7, Place de Fontenoy 
75352 Paris 07 SP, France 

T : +33 (0)1 45 68 10 00 
F : +33 (0)1 45 67 16 90 

unesco.org 

Education Sector 
Future of Learning and Innovation 
UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme ADG/ED _______

Dr Razyeh Lak  
Director General and Dean 
The Research Institute for Earth Sciences 
Geological Survey of Iran, Azadi SQ., 
Meradj Boulevard, P.O. Box:13185-1494 
Tehran 
Islamic Republic of Iran 

Ref.: ED/FLI/21/160 3 December 2021 
 

Dear Director General, 

I am pleased to send to you an electronic copy of the Agreement between 
UNESCO and The Research Institute for Earth Sciences Geological Survey of 
Iran, signed by our Director-General, to formally establish the UNESCO Chair on 
Coastal Geo-Hazard Analysis, at The Research Institute for Earth Sciences 
Geological Survey of Iran.  

l would be grateful if you could co-sign the Agreement and return it by e-mail to 
unitwin@unesco.org by 15 December 2021.  

In order to illustrate the partnership established between your University and 
UNESCO within the framework of the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme, 
your institution hereby now has approval to use the attached new generic logo for 
the use of this Chair in all its activities and communication materials, within the 
framework of the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme.  

Please note that the period of use of the UNESCO Chair logo is limited to the 
period of the Agreement and to any possible extension thereafter. 

I am also pleased to inform you that UNESCO has approved the appointment 
Professor Hamid Nazari as the Chairholder of this UNESCO Chair. 

This UNESCO Chair is established for a period of four years. The first progress 
report is due two years after the signature of the Agreement by both parties, 
followed by a final report at the end of the four-year term. Reports should follow 
the UNESCO template available at https://en.unesco.org/unitwin-unesco-chairs-
programme. 

Finally, I invite you and the Chair team to contact, Richard Bailey, Head of 
Secretariat, IOC-UNESCO Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation 
System (r.bailey@unesco.org), who has been identified as this Chair’s 
focal point, to explore possible cooperation between the Chair and 
UNESCO.  
          …/..
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For all other issues, please contact the UNITWIN team at unitwin@unesco.org.  

I wish this Chair full success in achieving its objectives. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sobhi Tawil (PhD) 
Director 
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